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and judging you harshly if you don’t follow them.

v' Let Me be Clear: We believe in obeying the Word. If the Bible says
it, we do it. But I’'m not obligated to keep your list of rules, and
you’re not obligated to keep mine. Where there’s no specific
command from God, there’s room for a difference of opinion.

Romans 14:1-4 - *
Don’t criticize them for having beliefs that
are different from yours on debatable issues. For instance, one person
believes it’s all right to eat anything. But another believer with a sensitive
conscience will eat only vegetables. Those who feel free to eat anything
must not look down on those who don’t. And those who don’t eat certain
foods must not condemn those who do, I
Who are you to condemn someone else’s servants? Their own master will
judge whether they stand or fall. And with the Lord’s help, they will stand
and receive his approval.” (MSG, CEV, EXB, NLT)

How Do You Judge Unclear Things?

First Filter: The Word — Is there any Scripture? Does the Word
specifically forbid it? Are there any principles you’re violating?
(Whistling.)

Second Filter: Your Heart — Does it violate your conscience? Note: This
isn’t fool proof. You might have a seared or oversensitive conscience.

Third Filter: Stumbling Your Brother — Ro. 14:13-14 — “Therefore let us
stop passing judgment on one another. Instead, make up your mind not
to put any stumbling block or obstacle in the way of a brother or sister.”

Fourth Filter: God’s Instructions to *You* — There’s nothing wrong with
the practice, but God has asked you to set it aside. (Newspapers, make-

up.)

Fifth Filter: Can | Control It? 1 Cor. 6:12 — “All things are lawful, but | will
not be bought under the power of any.”

WHAT MAKES A GREAT CHURCH?

Five Non-Negotiables — a Great Church s ...

a.) A Worshipping Church — Worship isn’t just singing. Worship ministers
to the Lord. (In worship, we put ourselves aside and give back Him.)
I don’t think you can be a great church without emphasizing that.

b.) Faithful to the Word — A great church handles the Word faithfully,
and rightly divides the Word of Truth. (The Word is “center stage”.)

c.) Passionate About Jesus — | have no desire to be lukewarm Laodicea.

d.) A Soul Winning Church — Great churches are mindful of the Great
Commission and they impact the world around them.

e.) A Close Community of People — that love each other.

My Expanded List — a Great Church Is ...

f.) A Great Church Guards Against Legalism — (So easy to slip into.)

What Does Legalism Look Like?

Mark 7:1-7 — “One day some Pharisees and teachers of the law arrived
from Jerusalem to see Jesus. And when they saw some of his disciples eat
bread with unwashed hands, §m<|. The Pharisees, like all
Jewish people, don’t eat unless they have properly washed their hands —
diligently with the fist, up to the elbow — holding the I of the
elders. When they come from the marketplace, they don’t eat unless
they have washed first. And there are many other traditions which they
have received and hold fast to. Then the Pharisees and scribes asked
him, “Why don’t your disciples follow the traditions of the elders? Jesus
told them, “Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you hypocrites:
‘These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.

Their worship of me is pointless, because they’re I
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Did You Ever Notice: When you come to Christ, it’s the external sins
that you deal with first? (Getting drunk, doing drugs, immorality.)
When those are gone, you might think you’re in pretty good shape.
But God’s not done with you yet! Next, He moves to the inside.

Chapter 6 — Attitudes & Motives

Chapter 7 — Sins of the Mature

v

The Beatitudes —

v

v

Some sins don’t show up in your life until you’ve been saved for
awhile. (Like Judging. At the beginning of your Christian walk, you’re
not judging anyone! Everyone is ahead of you!)

The Beatitudes essentially give us a “Roadmap to Maturity”. He
starts with someone who’s not even saved ... and brings them into
spiritual maturity.

The person described in verse three isn’t saved. But he’s I
I. (He’s heard Billy Graham preach. The altar call has been
given. The choir is singing “Just as | am”, and he’s walking the aisle
to receive Christ. The attitude he displays as he comes is the subject
of the first Beatitude.)

1.) Poor in Spirit — (What does that mean?)

v

Poor (Ptochos) — “Bankrupt. Destitute. It speaks of being so poor,
and so far in debt that it’s impossible to dig yourself out. But notice,
Jesus isn’t referring to a financial situation here. This man is in debt
spiritually. (Remember we used to sing, “He paid a debt He did not
owe. | owed a debt | could not pay”? The unbeliever owes a massive
sin debt! Matthew describes how far in debt the sinner actually is.)

Matt. 18:23 — “Therefore the kingdom of heaven is like a certain king
(God) who wanted to settle accounts with his servants (all of us). When
he began to settle, one was brought to him who I

I\\ (Margin KJV: 9 % million dollars.)

One Talent — equaled 6000 denarii, and one denarius was what a
common laborer could earn in one day. Therefore, to pay off his
debt, he would’ve had to work sixty million days — (or just over
164,000 yrs. That’s 2300 lifetimes!) That’s an impossible debt to
pay! And it describes how far a sinner is in debt to God! Even if he
did good works for 2300 lifetimes, he still couldn’t pay off his debt!

When it Dawns on a Sinner — “I’m so far in debt, there’s nothing |
could ever do to earn my way to Heaven. I’'m completely dependent
on God’s grace” —he’s in a good place. (

. That’s
the attitude we display as we come to Christ, and it’s an attitude that
we should never lose!)

v' The Reward? “Theirs is the kingdom of Heaven”. When you realize

your lost condition, quit trying to save yourself, and trust completely
in God’s grace, Heaven becomes yours! (This is the beatitude of the
new birth. You realize your need and come to Christ!) In that
moment the Holy Spirit comes to live inside.

2.) Those That Mourn

Being saved doesn’t guarantee a trouble-free life. Painful things still
happen to Christians! (Swindoll — “This is the strongest Greek term
for sorrow. It describes a person who has a broken heart, a
desperate ache of the soul. It can describe grief due to loss or death,
or the sorrow you experience when someone has hurt you deeply.”)
Bad things still DO happen to Christians. But now we have a
Comforter! Even in our hardest times we’re blessed!

3.) The Meek

Scholars tell us that this word is hard to translate because there are

s0 many shades of meaning. *When You're Meek Toward People: It

means gentle, mild, and self-controlled (power under control).

*Iu It’s the opposite of “self-will”. It

means you’re soft and pliable, responsive, easily managed, easily





